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\Irz ‘The Treasure Siate

Custer County. Montana,

tn tie southeagtorn corner of the great
atate of Mootanm, bounded upin the esst
¥ Xovih eod South Diskotn and cpon ihe
sty by Wreming, les Custer County, one
of the: tamvus couaties in the siste. It waz
apiginally the inrgest orgaolzed eaunty in
ihe Uniled Stpleg and was named in hoaor
af 1that brave apd valfagr warrior who met
death and ded with his estice Uroop in the
massaere of Jone £5, 1878, The coanly whea
organized was 180 mies long by 135 miles
wide pnd contalned 20400 sguare miles. It
i pow reduced to aboul 13,107 square mibes
and is devoled o staek growing and the
ralging of hay and Jorspe crps.  Dalreing
#ndd geoera!l farming are engaged fa and
m:zm very cxcellent Irilts are ralsed upon

e Prplgated lnods, The county s famous
fﬁ?‘ ite watermebme. Large doposiis of ooal
are bere found. Horses, cetille and sheen
al the prosent Ume s (he staple pradacts,
bur with the development of the fands sus-
eceptibie of {rfigation friit raielog. ferming,
dalrying and general agriculiural putsaiis
are sEpplaniing the lapgd operatloons in
sraed.
Loing as the coenty does near the moun-
taing on the south end drained ss € is by
mBNT rivers, thire i nmple opportunity for
Iarge and profitable operations In reclalaing
Iarge territories by the mepss of frrigatlan

and when reclelmedl, 2o rich and fertile 13
the aoll thai 1t witl grow soyihing lusar
jently and  profussly,  The Yellowstone
River conrsps throagh  the norithwastern
oorner and the Powder River courses foom
zsauth o worth theough e csunty.

Prior to the day that Coster foll i June,
1876, st the hattle of the Little Big Horm,
ag Tar hack as history records, the Vellow-
elone Valley was in the undisputed posses-
sl of the Indlans of the Nocthwest. This
baltie was the colminatlon of many pries
enghgements and was waged agoiost the
Hioux and thelr combined Indian ailles. Not
& lvlag son! nmang the American soldiers
lg zupposed to have cecaped denth st ihis
meeting amt althongh It wes an sverwhelm.
Ing wiciory for the lodisms. yot it was the
turning point of thelr career as o warliks
ant froublesome people.  From this Sghi
dates the oponing up of Montnne amd ihe
Morthweal.

Flred wiihs the madness of vengeanes the
army swept gaward aod seaitersd o ke
winds of heaven the Indlans wio stoosd In
the way «f the progress of the pioBesr.
Wherpver trounidc was sxperiences) irmops
were nf ones dispatcled and the cwuse of
e dlsturbanee removed.  The  red  men

wers herded into reservations and keepsis
gwt m wm:uzx wem :na n,u vl!(xri mm‘ie m
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: Rathdrum, Idaho

Kootenni County, Idabo, better known as
the “panhandle county” of that =ate =
one of the largest and rlohes: counties in
tdaho. It has rich and grosperous mining
eamps. It has acres of fertlle and produs-
{ive vallews. It has rivers, lakes and rush-
ing mountais torremis. It has dense and
magnificent areas of timber. Thronghont
its entire length and breadth it i3 a connty
ol opportunity apd vespurce, where the ad-
vantages are great and the outcome large
atd to be desired. In the past few jssues

"of this magazine we have had articles
describing various sections of this coun-
i¥, In thiz sketch we desire 1o say o word
about the county seat of this county—Rath-
drum.

Rathdrum, Idabo, s a city of about 1,300
population. The brat settlemest was made
here in 1871 by C. Wesley Woeod. The post-
office was secured in 1878 and Thomas
Ford appointed the firat In charge., Mr.
Ford was the ploneer merchant here and
opened a general store im IRTT. A school
digtrict was organized In 1878. In 1879
Mr. C. W, Wood lald out the town and the
name of the place was first calleg “West-
woud™ afler Mr. Wood, the pioneer. This
was later changed fo Wathdrum by the
postoffice department. The selection of a
name fn place of Westwood was left to M.
M. Cowley, of the Traders’ National! Bank,
of Bpokane, at that time (18578) the posi-
master at “Spoksne Bridge” and he se-
lected that name after o farm in Ireland.
Among some of the old-timers here are
modiced Jos. Porrier, the first blacksmith;
Henry Heiniger, whoe established a brew-

2ty here In 1880; A. W. Post, W. A. Hart,

. W. Royeo. W. A, Harl bullt the first
brick building in the county in 1887

Rathdrum was made the couniy seat of
Rootepai eoiaty in 1881 when It’ was set
off from Nez Perce, Seneaguotsen was
designeted as the county seal, bt the
copnty wis organized at Rathdrum and at
Rathdrum it has remained to this day. The
first court was held over Louis Lee's saloon.
The first church built here was a union
church In 1383,

Whest ralsing, lumbering and mining are
the chief indostries susiaining the business
ipterests of the plage.  Excellent non-irei-
gated frults are raised here which inehade
apples, pears, plums and prones.  Some
very fine farms are found in the couniy ad-

meent to the eity. A wact of 2500 acres
iz being irrigated near the city for raising
iruits, vegelables, produce, ete. A saw mill
of 25,000 feet dally capaclty, employing
about 1% men and a planing mill are In
aperation here. There is also here s wheat
elevator and n warehouse, .

Rathdrum huas two banks—Rathdrmm
State Bank, K. E, Young, cashier, and Ex-
change Bank of Hathdrum, a private bank
Fiin By W. A, Harl; an excellent hotel, four
general stores, two lveries, twa drug stores,
bakery, groceries, elgar stores, news stands,
fupiture store, and other lines of businoss,
A very pood paper is published here. An
wuto line iz operated betweon this place
and Ross where it connects with the Spo-
kane International {Corbin's new road) into
Spokane and east to the Canadisn Pacifie.
Connections are alss made with the Spokane-
Pend 'Oreflle Rapid Transit operating from
the lake landing o Spokane,

The city is located on Mill Cresk, the
outlet of Fieh Lake and surrounding it are
tne finest kind of advantages for huniing
and fsking, Near by id one direction is
Flgh Luke eight milez long; in another,
Spirit Lake zix miles long. and in anoiher,
Bueker Lake, two miles long, one of the
most favored summer resorts in this part
of the counitry. The Jast named lake is
stocked with black bass. In all the streams
excellent trout fishing can be enjoyed. For
ihe huanter there Iz plenty of ducks and
geege, grouse and prairle chicken, and when
the man with the gun gefs nervy there is
bear and deer, monntain lion and other
game,

in 1881 Hathdrum incorporated and elect-
ed Fred Bradbury the first mavor. The city
ks five churches and boasta of lig achools.
The schools teach ten grades, with high
schoul, having eight (eachers and 275 pupils
in attendance, and sve ln charge of G. W.
Spoerry. :

Hathdrum is & pleasant place in which
to live. The surroundinge are pleasing and
atteaciive. A short distance from the busy
titile mart one can be in the wild of the
torest and revel in the delights of the wool
and the stream, In a business way it Is
flourishing and prospering. Pretly homes
are seen amidst the frees, The winters
here ape not severe and the summers are
cool and delightful. The peopls are enter-
prising and hospitable, The country iz «
goodd land in which to dwell.




